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Remarks 

This Amendment is in response to the Ofiice Action dated January 11, 2007. A 
two month extension of time is required to make this response timely and is requested. If the fee 
is not attached, please charge any fees required by this response to Deposit Account 22-0350, 
The specification has been amended as suggested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 6 and 13 have been amended to clarify what the word "it" refers to. The claims 
have been amended to more clearly indicate that the claim is referencing the sizing values of the 
ceramic powder The words "10th percentile diameter Dio%", **90th percentile diameter D9o%" 
and "50th percentile diameter D5o%" are explicitly defined in the specification as filed. 
Therefore, we submit that the recitations of claims 6 and 1 3> as amended, are clear. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 and §103 

Claims 1 and 8 have been amended to clarify the claimed invention, Clmm 1, as 
amended, requires an auxiliaiy fuel feed section disposed in a portion of the passage between the 
spray material feed section and the discharge port of the passage. Claim 8, as amended, requires 
that auxiliary fuel be fed to the flame that is passing dirough the passage and to which the spray 
materied has been fed. Each of these features provides an advantage that the spray material is 
surely softened or melted by the flame, the temperature of which has been elevated by being fed 
with the auxiliary fuel, thereby increasing deposit efficiency. See the difference in the evaluation 
of deposit efficiency between example 1 and examples 6 and 7 described in the specification of 
the present application. 



In contrast to this, if the auxiliary fuel is fed to the flame prior to feeding of the 
spraying material, the temperature of the flame that has been elevated by being fed with the 
auxiliary fuel starts to decrease before the spray material is fed to the flame. This may caxise 
insufficient softening or melting of the spraying material by the flame. The references cited by 
the examiner do not disclose or suggest the features and advantage of the claimed invention. 
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Therefore, we submit that claims 1 and 8, as amended, and the dependent claims thereof are 
patentable ovea: the cited references and the 102 and 103 rejections should be withdrawn. 



Conclusion 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 1, 2, 4-9, and 1 1-14, as amended, are 
patentable over the cited references. It is believed that all outstanding issues have been resolved 
and that the application is in a condition for allowance. A notice to that effect is requested. 



Date: June 8. 2007 



6109 Blue Circle Drive, Suite 2000 
Minnetonka, MN 55343-9185 
Telephone: (952) 563-3000 
Facsimile: (952) 563-3001 



Respectiully submitted, 

VIDAS, ARRETT & STEINKRAUS 



By:_ 
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